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Patron:  
Most Rev Malcolm McMahon OP, 
Archbishop of Liverpool

Appeals Organiser: 
Sue Valentine 

Finance Officer: 
Margaret Jackson

Director: Simon Foran 

Appeals Administrator: 
Geraldine Roberts-Stone

SURVIVE-MIVA is a Catholic 
Lay Association and a 
Registered Charity (No.268745) 
founded in Liverpool in 1974. 

We exist to provide 
funding for essential 
transport for health 
outreach work in isolated 
rural areas, and for the 
Church’s pastoral care in 
places of difficult access.
We have some 35 lay Speakers 
based across Britain who make 
appeals for funds in Catholic 
parishes via short lectern talks 
about those we do our best to 
help in a very practical way.
We are grateful to the Bishops of 
England, Wales, and Scotland for 
their support in our endeavours 
as the only UK-based charity to 
fund exclusively for transport.

We urgently 
need your 
help
Could you join our group 
of volunteer Speakers?

Contact us at 
5 Park Vale Road, Aintree, 
Liverpool, L9 2DG.

Tel: 0151 523 3878

E-mail: info@survive-miva.org

or visit us online 
www.survive-miva.org

Where are they now?  

As a change from our normal ‘WHO’S WHO’ 
focus on introducing a different Member 
of the Association (volunteer Speakers, 
Staff, Trustees etc), for this special 
‘retro’ edition, we have a real blast  
from the past. Our graphic designer, 
Karen, was combing through the archives, 
and found this - very reminiscent,  
I think, of 1970’s children’s TV:
Master Steven will be a youthful 52 (or so) by now, 
and was one of many youngsters who would write 
in with donations, from school groups having done 
a whole range of sponsored activities, say, or 
individuals like Steven who had forgone something 
or saved up their pocket money to add to the 
fundraising efforts of the early ‘Survive’.

What will be fascinating to see is if Steven is 
out there somewhere, and gets to hear of our tardy 
recognition of his generosity – which dates from 
December 1980.

Sorry Steven, what can we say? Better 44 years late 
than never? The equivalent these days, by the way, 
(allowing for inflation since 1980) would be £108! 

Even for 8-year-olds in today’s world, this is surely 
a very tidy sum to give up...

So if you’re out there and see this Steven, (please 
tell him if you know him!) do get in touch. We can’t 
promise you a Blue Peter badge or some Crackerjack 
pencils (‘Crackerjack!!’) but it would be great to 
catch up on the ‘missing years’.

Steven 
Hough 
Leicester 
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Pioneers, they 
never say die...  
2024 means we rack up half a 
century on the clock, dear Readers, 
and here we are, ‘still rollin’ 
along, singin’ a happy song...’
Well, that was Burt Bacharach’s first 
credited score, apparently, from 1961, and 
coincidentally, the year of my birth – but 
to take you back in time to SURVIVE-MIVA’s 
genesis, the cheery ditty would surely have 
to be Abba’s 1974 chart-topper ‘Waterloo ’, as 
Gloria Gaynor didn’t release ‘I will survive’ until 
1978 - but enough of the pop nostalgia.

To recognise and celebrate the work which has been 
done since then, we have taken something of a risk 
for this edition of the magazine, departing from our 
recognised look and layout, and, as you can see, 
have instead ‘reverted to type’ (literally) with a 
taste of how thing used to be. 

I think you’ll agree that times have changed 
almost beyond recognition since the 70s - just 
as the magazine design has - although what 
remains consistent, in spite of all, is the need 
for which our Association was set up to try to 
fulfil as best we can - within our limitations and 
very specific remit.

That need - the availability of 
a means of essential transport - 
has remained the same.
Over the years, both our response to requests that 
come in, and our funding priorities as to what goes 
out, have evolved with the changing circumstances - 
and will have to continue to do so if we are to thrive 
in the years to come. It’s perhaps worth a brief look 
back, then, at some of the major developments which, 
slowly but surely, have taken place in the interim.

The very expression ‘what goes out’ is a case 
in point. The founders of the charity, the 
ones who began this journey and took those first 
tentative steps back then, were venturing into 
the unknown, in almost every conceivable way. They 
were breaking new ground, and developing what 
today we might call ‘coping strategies’ (don’t 
panic!), as they initiated, discovered, and put 
into place their way of making mobility available 
to our early beneficiaries. This was before the 
days of globalisation, just as the rise of Japanese 
conglomerates such as Toyota, Suzuki, Kawasaki, 
Honda and the rest were making inroads into European 
markets. In the same way that in those days there 
were no empty fizzy drink tins and abandoned oxygen 
bottles littering Mount Everest, neither was there 
any ready availability of dealers in four-wheel-
drives and off-road motorbikes in those places where 
the Church’s Mission was wanting to expand. 

The conditions leading to both these contrasting 
but linked sets of circumstances hadn’t yet arisen.
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‘Survive’ vehicles then were in the large part 
donated and reconditioned by UK volunteers, 
and sent overseas in containers, to make their 
way eventually to a distant ‘base camp’, often 
arriving worse for wear, months down the line.

Looking back through what records have survived 
- old fax print-offs fade to invisibility over 
time - the gradual change in funding priorities 
to determine beneficiaries also becomes 
apparent. The original priority, in place 
until the late 1990s, was for ‘British and 
Irish’ missionaries, with the expression ‘and 
exceptionally others’ meant to cater for the 
rest of humanity. Everything is of its time, of 
course, but even so...

Practically speaking, these priorities were 
determined largely by the circumstances 
at hand. With no overseas or ‘Third World’ 
experience, and no overseas Staff, our 
forerunners by and large depended on UK- or 
Ireland-based Missionary Orders for their 
guidance in all sorts of practical matters. 
There has been a complete revolution since then.

Today, we talk of ‘reverse mission’. 
Since the early 2000s, there have been virtually no 
requests which reach us that are not from indigenous 
sources. In other words, they are overwhelmingly from 
those ordained or professed in the Dioceses in which 
they were born, and to whose culture they belong, 
or are from countries that are part of the Global 
South. They are truly ‘home-grown’.  As evidence of 
this, it was only fairly recently that Fr Patsy, a 
Liverpool-based Irish missionary ‘returnee’, spotted 
one African Bishop’s name in our files, and said ‘I 
remember him when he was one of our altar boys.’  

Well, it certainly makes a change from the police 
looking ever younger these days...

Added to this, we increasingly receive requests 
from Indian priests and Sisters working in African 
countries, for example, and a quick shuffle through 
twenty years of back issues of the magazine shows 
hardly any ‘western’ family names (for want of a 
better expression) these days.

This is no doubt a consequence of the contemporary 
shrinking of the Church in former ‘sending’ countries 
such as ours, where vocations have dropped, parishes 
are closing, and we are now encouraged to form 
‘parish families’, with a main ‘mother’ church and 
‘daughter’ ones attached (what in Africa have long 
been called ‘outstations’), to allow for the lack of 
priests and falling numbers generally. 
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The Laity will (have to) have a much greater role to 
play in the future life of the Church here, which is 
surely no bad thing. Whereas here, a daughter parish 
is one which has been ‘downgraded’ (again, for want 
of a better expression), in Africa and beyond, once 
again, it’s the reverse - outstations in time grow 
into fully-fledged parishes in their own right.

Just as our constituency of recipients is now of 
local origin, the same can be said of the ‘business 
end of things’, in terms of both the end product, 
as well as the end users. The vehicles we fund may 
also now be said to have local origins, in that they 
are all bought in the region in which they will be 
put into service. Buying locally means an official 
warranty and genuine, readily available spares, and 
helps boost the local economy too, in the form of 
a direct cash (not credit) injection - as well as 
reducing our carbon footprint, given that distances 
between origin and destination of the vehicle are now 
tens, not thousands of miles...

With Toyota and the rest having dealers worldwide, 
we are no longer obliged to deal with the myriad 
problems with which our founders had to contend, and 
looking through the archives, I can only admire them 
for their stamina and resilience. The difficulties 
included the fact that what they had to offer were 
second-hand to begin with, and would sometimes be 
laid up for long periods due to lack of parts, which 
also had to shipped out. 

There was the inevitable forest of paperwork here 
and overseas, and charges levied by both national and 
local authorities to register and make the vehicles 
road-legal – and all this after they had been cleared 
of import taxes and allowed out of the docks and into 
the host country in the first place. Phew!

From the distant days of the early pioneers of the 
Association, who surely could never have envisaged that 
we would still be here fifty years on, our faithful band 
of itinerant volunteer Speakers have been unceasing 
in their efforts near and far to speak up and out 
for those who want to share and spread their skills 
and ministry overseas, and backing them up have been 
you, our readers and supporters. You have kept the 
wheels turning, to the extent that during the last 
five decades, the Association has provided funding for 
well over seven thousand modes of transport, from the 
humble but effective bicycle to the life-saving medical 
outreach vehicles which fill these pages.

We in the office, perhaps like you at home, usually 
try to avoid fuss, but that doesn’t mean we can’t all 
of us feel a justified sense of pride in our efforts, 
and, after fifty years, give ourselves a rousing 
three cheers - here’s to fifty more.

Hip hip!! 

Simon Patrick Foran, Director.
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50 years of Getting others back on the road to self-help

Old News from OverSeas
Over the following pages, we present a selection of early publicity shots and feedback 
from former beneficiaries, along with one or two highlights from the Association’s back 
catalogue. Perhaps they will bring back memories, or maybe a sense of the passing of the 
years for our longer-term supporters, but we think they illustrate the impact your support 
has had over this last half century. As has always been the case, it’s worth us pointing 
out that none of this would have been possible without your unstinting generosity towards 
those who have medical skills and pastoral experience to share, but who lack the means to 
reach out to their people.

www.survive-miva.org    Tel: 0151 523 3878
1974 - 2024
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Meanwhile, back in 2024...
In the following pages we return to what you’d normally expect to see in our usual twice-
yearly offering, so here are some updates on the latest beneficiaries and what they can 
achieve thanks to your support.

BANGLADESH 
Archdiocese of Chittagong
Fr Anthony Gomes asked for help to fund a parish 
motorbike. He is based in Bandarban, in the Archdiocese of 
Chittagong, and told us: “The Archdiocese is five hundred 
years old, and the biggest in terms of land area, with 
a great diversity in geography, and thirteen different 
tribal communities living in the hill tracts to the eastern 
side of the Archdiocesan limits. In total there are just 
eleven parishes and three mission centres, but there are 
innumerable sub-stations stretching from one end to the 
other, with some 33,000 Catholics in all. My parish is 
located in the hills bordering India and Myanmar [formerly 
Burma] and it is my responsibility to minister to 6,675 
souls scattered over 65 hard to reach tribal villages. It 
is a rapidly growing parish and on average 80-100 adult 
baptisms take place each year.”

Of the 65 villages Fr Anthony struggled to reach, he said 
that 18 of them are more than fifty kilometres (thirty miles) 
away. “There are no proper roads in this disadvantaged 
area, and no public transport, so people feel very 
abandoned. I want to change this, but we need to walk 
for long hours, sometimes up to twelve at a time. If the 
parish had a motorbike, we could provide more frequent 
pastoral services, and celebrate Mass and the Sacraments 
more often - in all the villages.”

On this occasion, a grant of just £1,400 was sufficient to 
fund the bike required to bring all that about:

“Greetings once more from Fatima Rani [Queen of 
Fatima] Parish, Bandarban! I would like to express my 
sincere gratitude and thanks to you all for your support. 
As promised, the motorbike is being used by me for 
better pastoral care of the parishioners living in the 
most hard-to-reach tribal villages. Already I used the 
motorbike to visit 25 remote villages of the parish. It is 
now so much easier for me to frequently visit the areas 
in the periphery for formation trainings of children, 
youth and lay adults, catechism, sacramental service, 
liturgical services, and especially Sunday Eucharist and 
the nurturing of the small Christian communities we are 
building up. Now I can fully extend my pastoral journey 
with the people of God.

On behalf of the Fatima Rani Parish, Bandarban and my 
personal behalf, I extend sincere thanks for the great 
support of SURVIVE-MIVA to attend the out of reach 
Christians in the parish.”

 

1974 - 2024 www.survive-miva.org    Tel: 0151 523 3878
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TAMIL NADU
Holy Cross Sisters
Sr Jeyarani, of the Holy Cross Sisters, contacted us and told 
us of her work in south India: “The Rev. Bishop Singaroyan, 
the Bishop of Salem, invited the Holy Cross Sisters to initiate 
programs for the wellbeing of HIV infected persons in the 
year 2003, and we then established a Centre by the name 
of  ‘New Dawn’, as an NGO, to cater to people infected and 
affected by HIV /AIDS. Due to the presence of industries and 
factories with transient labour, there is an alarming increase 
in the rate of HIV infection.

In societies stigmatized by this dreaded disease, people 
are doubly condemned. New Dawn seeks to enhance 
their dignity by providing medical care and support, 
skills development, income generation and children’s 
development. This has been the expressed need of the 
infected and affected people by which they could gain 
some social acceptance. New Dawn has gained a good 
reputation in Namakkal District because of its effective and 
comprehensive service delivery.

HIV/AIDS remains a disease with severe social consequences, 
and primarily affects those who are already socially 
disadvantaged and marginalizes. The litany of social woes 
that accompany infection may include loss of relationships, 
unemployment, disability, burdensome health care costs and 
demands, stigma and ostracism, and fear of premature death.

Today, our program reaches 1500 PLHIV across 112 villages 
in seven blocks of the Namakkal District in Tamilnadu. The 
various programmes we run include:

Voluntary Counselling and Testing(VCT) - Positive 
cases are followed up with adequate medication 
for opportunistic infection and ART (anti-retro viral 
treatment) when it is necessary. 

Through Counselling, the client is enabled to accept and to 
have continuous treatment and instructions for medical and 
health care.

Food and Nutrition Support - Proper food and nutrition is part 
of the package of care and support in increase immunity.

Direct Services for Infected and Affected Children - Children 
are the most vulnerable and the neglected group due to 
the spread of this killer disease. Although the infected and 
affected parents yearn to take care of the children, due 
to their own helpless situation, they are unable to provide 
them with an adequate supply of food, medicine and much 
more means for education. Hence, personal attention and 
care, coupled with empathetic and sustained counselling are 
very essential for the very survival of the children.

As the number of people are being affected by HIV 
increases, we need to reach out to many villages, but 
the fact that we are not unable to reach the patients to 
provide medical facilities is a serious concern, due to the 
lack of transport facilities and as well as the villages are 
interior and in turn the patients are also unable to come 
for treatment to us in time. Some of the patients are also 
bedridden, (in the last stage of their life) and are not able 
to travel by public transport.

We want to conduct outreach to the villages to conduct 
medical camps and to provide home-based care to the HIV 
patients. We are urgently in need of a four-wheeler to provide 
better facilities to the people living with HIV, so kindly help 
us for this noble cause. I will be very pleased to provide any 
additional information needed. We will be very grateful if you 
could kindly consider this request for support.” 

Your contributions made sure we could come up with a 
£12,300 grant, and the Sisters are now independent and 
fully mobile.

Est. 1974



We hope you found this issue of ‘Awareness’ informative, and you have enjoyed reading about 
those your donations help. We also hope that we have managed to illustrate just how important 
mobility is for those who work so hard for others. We are the only UK-based Catholic charity 
which funds exclusively for all different modes of transport. Making a donation will help 
ensure this is not the end of the road for the aspirations of so many people.

CAN YOU HELP? You can contribute to our work in any of the following ways:
	 Ask us to send you a Standing Order form to make a small regular payment
	 Donate via bank transfer: PLEASE USE YOUR POSTCODE as your reference.  
Sort Code 08-92-99 Account Number: 65628977                          

	 Donate online by visiting www.survive-miva.org
	 Remember us in your Will by leaving a legacy
	 Represent us by becoming a volunteer and giving a short talk in parishes in your area – contact us for 
information and full guidance on this.

	 Add my contact details to your mailing list to receive the ‘Awareness’ magazine - just twice a year.  

5 Park Vale Road, Liverpool L9 2DG   E-mail: info@survive-miva.org 

Tel: 0151 523 3878    @SURVIVE_MIVA    SurviveMIVA   

My details:  PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY USING BLOCK CAPITALS 
Title:  First name/ Initials:  Surname:  

Full Home Address 

 Postcode:  Date:    /   /  

NB: Please let us know if your name, address, or tax status changes, or of you would like to cancel this 
declaration, so that we can update our records. 

DONATION FORM AND GIFT AID DECLARATION 
Please detach this page if needed and send to Survive-miva, 5 Park Vale Road, Aintree, L9 2DG
I wish to donate the sum of £  to SURVIVE-MIVA (Reg. Charity No. 268745).

By  cheque   postal order   CAF voucher   made payable to ‘SURVIVE-MIVA’ (please tick appropriate box)

Or, please debit my:   Mastercard    Visa   Maestro    Delta    Charity Card   

Card no:  

Expiry date:   /   Valid from:   /   Tick if you require a receipt   
Please provide your address below. 

E-mail address:  
Prefer to receive ‘Awareness’ by e-mail, rather than by post?  Please tick this box  	

You can also donate by calling us on 0151 523 3878

Gift Aid Declaration: In order to Gift Aid your donation please tick:  

I want to Gift Aid my donation of  £  to SURVIVE-MIVA & any donations I make in the future or 
have made in the past 4 years. Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate.

I am a UK taxpayer & understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of 
Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON WHAT WE DO PLEASE VISIT US AT www.survive-miva.org   
Our goal is to provide you with as much information as possible about what we do, and make browsing and 
supporting us much easier. Let us know what you think - we will be very grateful for your feedback and 
suggestions for improvements.
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